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Continent, a League of Smalkalde, a Battle of Miihlberg;
Luther had aroused Germany, Calvin awakened France, Rome
summoned, in self-defence, the Council of Trent; the armed
advance of Protestantism was being confronted by the Catholic
revival, and its quickly growing forces. In Ireland, ultimately
doomed to a hideous strife of creeds, the mighty religious
movement of the sixteenth century as yet exhibited itself
mainly in insignificant wranglings and petty broils.
The jgign of Edward VI in Ireland, however, was disturbed
owing to a change"^m~Te15ulaT^policyv^Re^Ihsn 'tribes of
O'Moore and O'Connor" held the great region of Leix and
Offaley, extending to the borders of the Pale, and stretching
thence, westwards, to the course of the Shannon. From this
region, bounded on one side by broad hill ranges and on the
other by the lakes of Westmeath, and fronted by woods, thickets,
and the morass of Allen, armed clans had often invaded the
seats of the Englishry, and had harried them up to the walls of
Dublin. The chiefs had exacted the Black Rent for a long series
of years \ and Brian O'Connor, as we have seen, was not only
a near kinsman of the House of Kildare, but had taken part in
the late risings. He had, however, submitted, like the other
lords and chiefs, and had perhaps been promised a peerage by
Henry; and O'Moore certainly seems to have become com-
pletely reconciled to the king's policy. But Leix and OfFaley
formed a tempting spoil; this hostile Celtic land was a menace
to the Pale; and the English Council resolved to abandon the
system of Irish government, which had had such good results,
and to extend its power, by arms, into this coveted tract. Sir
Edward Bellingham, an able soldier, became Deputy in St
Leger's stead^"afid. little difficulty was found in charging the
two chiefs with conspiring with France, then at war with
England, and with meditating renewed "treasons." The
English soldiery were soon hewing a path through the
wilderness, which, at that time, spread from the banks of the